
Additional Learning 
Needs

ADVICE FOR PARENTS



Welcome
St Mary’s CIW VA Primary School is a fully inclusive school where children thrive together. 
We recognise the uniqueness of every individual and the contribution that each individual 
brings to our school community. We work together with children and their parents to ensure 
that all children regardless, of any ‘Additional Need’, receive the best quality education in 
order to meet their individual needs. Sometimes, it may be necessary for pupils to receive 
additional support in order to make sufficient progress in their learning. Support guided by 
the Additional Learning Needs teacher/co-ordinator, may be provided within the classroom or 
pupils may be withdrawn on an individual/group basis, by our Teaching Assistants. Parents are 
always kept fully informed and are an integral part of the process of agreeing and reviewing 
pupil learning targets.



Our team

Headteacher – Mrs Nicola Booth

Contact via – mailbox@stmarys-ruabon-pri.wrexham.sch.uk

ALNCO – Mrs Laura Burgess 

Contact via – alns5@hwbcymru.net

ALN Governor – Mrs Tracey Jones

Contact via – mailbox@stmarys-ruabon-pri.wrexham.sch.uk



Information for Parents

The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal Act and Code has replaced the current Special 
Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales from September 2021. This has been phased in for 
different aged pupils. Please find a video attached outlining the changes that have taken place.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00gHqzWowPg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00gHqzWowPg


Please see a letter 
from the Local 
Authority detailing the 
changes that are due 
to start taking place.



Person Centred Practice

The ALN act is very much about a Person Centred Approach. Everything we do at St Mary’s 
revolves around the child and what is best for that individual child.

One Page Profiles

One page profiles capture important information to enable teachers to personalise learning for 
each young person. This information enables teachers to be aware of the strengths, interests and 
specific support needs of their pupils. One page profiles can be used to inform action planning and 
target setting, so that these reflect what is important to the young person and how best to 
support them. This is a joint effort by both Teachers, Pupils and Parents which results in targets 
that are more meaningful and relevant to the young person.  



This gives you an idea of how one page profiles are created and what information is contained 
in them.



Areas of Additional Need
There are different areas of need:

 Sensory, Physical and Medical Need

 Behavioural, Social & Emotional Needs

 Cognition and Learning

 Communication and Interaction



If your child has difficulties with Behavioural, Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties, they may need support 
with:

 Attendance

 Attention and listening skills

 Low self-esteem

 Managing anger

 Forming and maintaining relationships

 Bereavement

Children will be supported in the following ways: 

➢ Differentiated tasks

➢ Group work/ Individual based targets to assist with learning.

➢ Advice sought from outside agencies if needed



If your child has Cognition & Learning difficulties, your child may need support with:

 Reading and spelling

 Learning new vocabulary and concepts

 Memory

 Number and calculations

 General learning

Children will be supported in the following ways: 

➢ Differentiated tasks

➢ Group work/ Individual based targets to assist with learning.

➢ Advice sought from outside agencies if needed.



Cognitive 
Learning



If your child has difficulties with Communication and Interaction, they may need support with:

 Attention and listening skills

 Understanding language

 Using language

 Speech sounds

 Interacting with others in groups

 Speaking fluently

 Social communication difficulties

Children will be supported in the following ways: 

➢ Differentiated tasks /Reasonable adjustments

➢ Group work/ Individual based targets to assist with learning.

➢ Advice sought from outside agencies if needed.



BCUHB - Neurodevelopmental Webpage

There is sometimes a need for a child to be referred to 
the Neurodevelopment team based in the hospital. This 
can be completed by any agency involved with the child.
There is a new webpage which young people and their 
families can access if they are waiting for a 
Neurodevelopmental assessment or have received a 
diagnosis of a Neurodevelopmental condition. It contains 
information and resources that you may wish to look at, 
just scan the QR code on the right.
Neurodevelopmental - Betsi Cadwaladr University Health 
Board.

scan here for further 
information



What does Provision look like at St Mary's

The Graduated Response

Universal Provision - for all, including differentiation and a range of interventions that all can access. This may include a Universal 
Provision Plan as the teacher monitors the progress that your child is making. 

Targeted Universal Provision - to assist learners who may need more targeted intervention to make progress. Small Step Plans are 
created by Teachers with advice from our ALNCo and in collaboration with parents.  A designated TA will work on specific 
activities linked to targets if, at this stage, pupils are making limited progress we would call on outside agency support. This could 
include for example, speech and language, educational psychologist, literacy support.

ALN Determination - to assist learners to engage in a range of interventions to suit their learning need. This would include a 
school or local authority Individual Development Plan.




